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mass of the population who will remain on the land. In
the international division of labor where in the long run
every group finds its proper occupation upon the basis
of the twofold standard of efficiency, the former Turkish
Empire is destined to play the part of the hewer of wood
and drawer of water. So far as investigations conducted
in the past indicate, the lands seem to be lacking in those
resources and the people appear to be deficient in those
qualities which constitute the Indispensable prerequisites
to further advance towards what is conventionally de-
scribed as a higher stage of development, namely indus-
try and commerce.
As an agricultural country, the former Ottoman Em-
pire possesses certain distinctive features. It has, first
of ally an extraordinarily wide range of climatic condi-
tions. It extends from, approximately twelve degrees
to forty degrees north latitude, having a wider reach
than any other compact political unit except Bussia,
possessing the advantage over Eussia that it lies wholly
within the productive zone, whereas the latter extends
into the tundras of the frozen north. The extremes of
heat and cold are still further accentuated by the differ-
ence in elevation, ranging from the tropical alluvial
plains of lower Mesopotamia and Yemen to the elevated
tablelands at the foot of Mount Ararat in the north.
Soil conditions are equally diverse. There are fertile
plateaus where nature produces generously with but
little assistance or urging from man, and there are ter-
raced limestone mountain sides where scarcely a living
income is vouchsafed the hard-working winegrower and
truck gardener. There are vast stretches composed of
the richest fluvial deposit alternating with sandy deserts,
In general the rainfall is not such as to serve the "best
interests of agriculture, being so scant in some regions
as to make agriculture impossible.
Data concerning area of land suited for agriculture are

